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Ethical Consideration Discussion
About two years ago, I posted an article on my Facebook page that heavily criticized religion and those who subscribe to various religious affiliations. Honestly, I only shared the article because I found it scintillating in the sense that the author expressed brilliant critical thinking abilities in his arguments against religion. Several people replied to the post, with most of them expressing their opinions regarding the article. However, I noticed one comment in particular, where the writer made scathing remarks about the article, insulting me in the process. I noticed that she found the article offensive in some way, but I could not fully decipher how or why because I could not understand her point of view. I was torn between apologizing to her for posting slightly insensitive content and retaliating her remarks as a way of standing up for myself and my opinions. However, because I felt disrespected by her remarks, I ended up insulting her back.
From what I have learned in this class, I think I should have considered the fact that some individuals could have found such information offensive before posting it. In this sense, I would have avoided unnecessary ethical issues and conflicts. However, there are currently no clear guidelines for what is considered offensive and inappropriate regarding one’s remarks on social media platforms. Furthermore, there are no clear policies regarding the punishment for individuals who ignore the ethical protocols to be followed when using social media. Nonetheless, I am certain that it was unethical to insult me even if she was offended by what I posted. As such, social media allows one to escape the moral implications of their actions without any significant consequences. Consequently, most individuals barely acknowledge that there are ethical considerations when using social media. If I face the same situation now, I will not post the article in the first place because I realize that it may be offensive to other individuals.
